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Homework assigment  Week 3: Design a 3 value sketch

The goal this week is to learn how to simplify a subject into 3 values, light, middle and dark. 

Using any of the photos below, design a 3 value painting. Use black, white and a middle grey . I use Golden Neutral Grey 
#6, it is a good middle grey, but you can mix the grey from black and white) Just make sure it is not too light or dark, val-
ue-wise, it should be right in the middle, between white and black. 

On a white canvas, put 2 blobs of paint on your palette - White, Black, and Middle Grey. Use these 3 paints to create a 3 
value painting. 

1. Make sure you account for all areas in the image - including the background.
2. Please do not blend one value into the next. These should be hard-edged shapes that fit together like a puzzle.
3. If you change your mind about something, either paint over the passage or scrape off the paint and repaint it. With acrylics, 

it is easy to paint over the passage without it blending because it dries so fast. Oil painters may need to scrape.
4. Please do not leave the white canvas showing thru unless it is supposed to be a white area.
5. Please make all your shapes clear as to what value they are and don’t create more than 3 values by blending or intermixing.
6. Squint regularly and hold your painting away, to see if it “reads” as what it is supposed to be from across the room. 
7. Remember, its not “WHATS THERE’ but what SHOULD be there.  Take artistic licesnce to make the image more structural.
8. Help the viewer to understand what the structure is that they are looking at, what’s in light and what’s in shadow. 
9. Not all of the same values need to be separated - some can merge into each other, as long as there is enough visual infor-

mation elsewhere for the eye to fill in
10. Don’t strees out if you find this challenging... it is. But it is also the single-most important tool that helped me become a 

consistently better painter. 

Beginners, if this feels too challenging, just copy what you see, as many dark, middle and light values as you need. We all start-
ed out by copying exactly what we see, this is an important step in the artistic journey, which also takes a lot of skill.

I will be posting images of value sketches / paintings done from these same photos, so you can see what other students 
have done. As I said in the video, there is not ONE solution - there are MANY solutions. 

See images attached.

Good luck, enjoy, and...
See you on Facebook!

Scroll down to see photos
















